Priapism after aortic valve replacement.
An unusual case of priapism is described. The cause was unknown but the onset of the condition coincided with the start of Coumadin therapy which was given orally to a 65-year-old man who had undergone aortic valve replacement. Management of this patient was difficult. Conservative measures failed, but a corpus spongiosum--cavernosum shunt successfully resolved the problem. The authors emphasize that priapism must be treated urgently if potency is to be maintained. They also consider the various possible causes and treatment of priapism.